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The Disability Clothesline Project
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breaking the silence

What is the Disability Clothesline?
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re our stories.
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by telling your story

in a group of other peopl disability, or by




A lot of people with disability have bad things happen to them like abuse and violence.
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X It is often not talked about or dealt with in the right way.
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The Disability Clothesline Project is about speaking up about the abuse and violence that happens to people with disability.
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It gives people with disability a chance to give tell about what happen to them by decorating a tee-shirt 

	How did the Disability Clothesline start?
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The clotheslines started in USA in 1990, by women who had experienced abuse and violence. 
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They wanted to: 

· turn the bad things that had happened to them into something good  
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· to teach other people about abuse and violence. 

They chose the clothesline as a symbol of women’s work.
In New Zealand, the Disability Clothesline was begun through the Disability Coalition against Violence. 
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A group of people with disability in Australia liked the idea.

We started a Disability Clothesline in Australia like the one in New Zealand.

	How did people with disability get involved?
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People with disability wanted to tell other people about the bad things that happened to them.


  They also wanted to lead the changes that are needed about disability abuse and violence.  

	Why is the Disability Clothesline Project important?


The Disability Clothesline project is important because:
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· As people with disability tell their stories, more people will know about the abuse and violence that happens to us.
· [image: image11.wmf]People with disability will take action in their own lives to deal with what happened to them
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Services might get better at helping people with disability who have had abuse and violence happen to them
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There might be changes to laws that will help stop abuse and violence to people with disability
	How can you be involved in the Disability Clothesline Project?
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· If you are a person with disability that has had abuse or violence happen to you, you can go to a disability clothesline    
             workshop
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If you are a person with disability that has not have abuse or violence happen to you, you can still support the project 
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· If you are a person who does not have a disability, you can still support the project
	What happens when you go to a Disability Clothesline workshop?
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· You can tell your story and decorate a tee-shirt
· There are different coloured tee-shirts. 
·  Each different colour is for a different kind of abuse. 

· You will be given a tee-shirt to decorate for the clothesline.
· Your tee-shirt will be the right colour for the type of abuse you have had happen to you.
·  You will be in a safe, private, fun environment. 

· Your tee-shirt will get put on to the clothesline and stay with the rest of the tee-shirts.
· Your name won’t be on the tee shirt so people you don’t know 
                             won’t be able to tell  
	How can other people support the Disability Clothesline project?



 If you want to support the clothesline but you do not have a story about abuse and violence you can write a message of support.

 You can do this if you do not have a disability, too. 
 For more information 
Go to: 


www.disabilityclothesline.weebly.com
or 


Email:disabilityclothesline@gmail.com 
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