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breaking the silence

What is the Disability Clothesline?
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The Disability Clothesline Australia
Violence and abuse
People with disability experience abuse and violence at extremely high levels. It is invisible, and keeps being so because it is not acknowledged. 


The Disability Clothesline Project is breaking the silence about domestic and related violence and abuse experienced by people with disability. It enables victims to give creative expression to their experiences using clothing as a canvas.

Beginnings
The clotheslines began in the USA in 1990, among women who had experienced abuse and violence. They wanted to turn the experience into something positive and to educate people about abuse and violence. They chose the clothesline as a symbol of women’s domesticity.
In New Zealand, a group of women with disability decided to start a Disability Clothesline.   The Disability Clothesline is run by DCAV, the Disability Coalition against Violence. The coalition has grown from DPA, representing disabled people and Te Kupenga Whakaoti Mahi Patunga, the National Network of Stopping Violence Services, organisations working to prevent domestic violence. 
In 2012, a group of people with disability and parents of children with disability decided to start the Disability Clothesline (Australia).  Teeshirts are currently being created all over Australia by people with disability and their families.

Making changes 
People with disability want to break from invisibility and silence, having their experiences publicly acknowledged and addressed. 
· We want to use the tee shirts to make people with disability more fully aware of what the situation is. This happens as we tell our stories and get to know what the impact of violence and abuse on us is. 

· People with disability are encouraged to take action in their own lives to address the issue.
· We also want the rest of the community to understand that violence and abuse that happens to women is happening at least as often to disabled women too. 

· When non-disabled people come to understand that there is a very large problem here that our community still needs to address, we are more likely to get support for changes to law, policy and practice. 
· In total a prevention message that includes all in our community can be better promoted. 

In Australia and New Zealand, few abuse and violence services have disability expertise. Most were set up before there was understanding of how people with disability experience violence and of their needs. Our disability clothesline can help change that. 

Colours on the clothesline
We have chosen a range of colours for the tee shirts. Each colour signifies a particular kind of abuse, rather than the type of victim.  White signifies death from violence, yellow signifies assault, red or pink signifies sexual assault or incest for adults, blue signifies sexual assault or incest for children, purple or lavender signifies hate violence or bullying, grey signifies financial abuse and orange signifies institutional abuse. 
Get involved and support us

· People with disability can tell their stories by decorating tee-shirts for the clothesline. You can do this in a workshop with other people with disability, in a safe, confidential, fun and accessible environment. You may want to get together with some of your friends and run one yourself.

· People with disability who do not have a story to tell and other supporters can sign a sheet or write a message of support on a teeshirt to go on the clothesline.  

· Your teeshirt will be photographed and uploaded to our virtual exhibition at www.disabilityclothesline.weebly.com 

· You might also think about hosting a tee shirt workshop. Ask us about this
From Here
We want to see more tee shirts and supporters sheets on our clothesline, so that the issue can’t be forgotten 

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) tells us this is an important issue throughout the world, and we want Australia and New Zealand to take a lead in lifting the invisibility.
In Australia, it is an important time for disability reform.  With the introduction of the National Disability Insurance Scheme, it is important that we communicate a clear message to the community and to governments that we are not invisible and that violence and abuse of people with disability will not be tolerated.
Our website is: www.disabilityclothesline.weebly.com 

Contacts: Sam Connor e: disabilityclothesline@gmail.com  

